《Treasury of Scripture Knowledge - Ruth》(R. A. Torrey )
Commentator

The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge was, and still is, a Bible reference work first published around 1830, created by the London publisher Samuel Bagster (1772-1851). It is a set of cross-references. That is, it consists entirely of a book-length listing of cross-references, showing only the chapter and verse citations with no accompanying text. About the size of a complete Bible, the TSK is also organized like a Bible, beginning at Genesis and ending at Revelation. Each verse of the Bible is cross-referenced to several others to enable the reader to gain a true sense of each word and phrase as it is used in the Bible.

· 800,000 cross-references, listing verses that illustrate how words and phrases are used elsewhere in the Bible.

· Helps the reader interpret Scripture with Scripture.

· Brief chapter summaries.

· Dates and other notes.

But the Treasury of Scripture Knowledge is usually described as being the work of R. A. Torrey. Most editions you can buy these days have Torrey's name on the cover, and sometimes in the title: R. A. Torrey's Treasury of Scripture Knowledge. According to commen knowledge, Torrey did not specifically try to claim authorship of the reference book, but he did become one of its chief promoters, and as his own fame rose, his endorsement of the book mattered to more and more people. Inevitably his name ended up on the cover. But if you read his introduction to the book, often printed inside, you see that he describes having first encountered it "some twenty years ago."

Originally printed in a 700+ page book and now enhanced with two-way cross-referencing, this entire reference is available to you on StudyLight.org.

00 Introduction 

This book is evidently a supplement to the book of Judges, and an introduction to that of Samuel, between which it is placed with great propriety. In the ancient Jewish canon, it formed a part of the book of Judges; but the modern Jews make it one of the five Megilloth, which they place towards the end of the Old Testament. This book has been attributed to various authors; but the best founded and generally received opinion, and in which the Jews coincide, is that which ascribes it to the prophet Samuel; before whose time it could not have been written, as is evident from the genealogy recorded in Judges 4:17-22. The time in which the events detailed in this book happened is involved in much obscurity and uncertainty. Augustine refers it to the time of the regal government of the Hebrews; Josephus to the administration of Eli; Moldenhawer, after some Jewish writers, to the time of Ehud; Rabbi Kimichi, and other Jewish authors, to the time of Ibzan; Bps. Patrick and Horne to the judicature of Gideon; Lightfoot to the period between Ehud and Deborah; and Usher, who is followed by most chronologers, to the time of Shamgar. The authenticity and canonical authority of this sacred book cannot be questioned; and the Evangelists, in describing our Saviour‘s descent, have followed its genealogical accounts. To delineate part of this genealogy appears to be the principal design of the book; it had been foretold that the Messiah should be of the tribe of Judah, and it was afterwards revealed that he should be of the family of David; and therefore it was necessary, to prevent the least suspicion of fraud or design, that the history of that family should be written before these prophecies were revealed. And thus this book, these prophecies, and their accomplishment, serve mutually to illustrate each other. The whole narrative is extremely interesting and instructive, and is written with the most beautiful simplicity. The distress of Naomi; her affectionate concern for her daughter-in-law; the reluctant departure of Orpah; the dutiful attachment of Ruth; and the sorrowful return to Bethlehem, are very beautifully told. The simplicity of manners, likewise, which is shown in the account of Ruth‘s industry and attention to Naomi; of the elegant charity of Boaz; and of his acknowledgment of his kindred with Ruth, afford a very pleasing contrast to the turbulent scenes described in the preceding book. And while it exhibits, in a striking and affecting manner, the care of Divine Providence over those who sincerely fear God, and honestly aim at fulfilling his will, the circumstance of a Moabitess becoming an ancestor of the Messiah seems to have been a pre-intimation of the admission of the Gentiles into his church It must be remarked, that in the estimation of the Jews, it was disgraceful to David to have derived his birth from a Moabitess; and Shimei, in his revilings against him, is supposed by them to have tauntingly reflected on his descent from Ruth. This book, therefore, contains an intrinsic proof of its own verity, as it reveals a circumstance so little flattering to the sovereign of Israel; and it is scarcely necessary to appeal to its admission into the canon of Scripture, for a testimony of its authentic character. Add to which, that the native, the amiable simplicity in which the story is told, is sufficient proof of its genuineness. There are several sympathetic circumstances recorded which no forger could have inventedthere is too much of nature to admit anything of art.
01 Chapter 1 

Introduction 

	1
	Elimelech, driven by famine into Moab, dies there. 

	4
	Mahlon and Chilion, having married wives of Moab, die also. 

	6
	Naomi, returning homeward, 

	8
	dissuades her two daughters-in-law from going with her. 

	14
	Orpah leaves her, but Ruth with great constancy accompanies her.

	19
	They two come to Beth-lehem, where they are gladly received. 




Verse 1 
Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehemjudah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. 

the judges 

Judges 2:16; 12:8 

ruled 

Heb. judged. a famine. 

Genesis 12:10; 26:1; 43:1; Leviticus 26:19; Deuteronomy 28:23,24,38; 2 Samuel 21:1; 1 Kings 17:1-12; 18:2; 2 Kings 8:1,2; Psalms 105:16; 107:34; Jeremiah 14:1; Ezekiel 14:13,21; Joel 1:10,11,16-20; Amos 4:6 

Beth-lehem-judah 

Judges 17:8; 19:1,2


Verse 2 
And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehemjudah. And they came into the country of Moab, and continued there. 

Elimelech 

The Rabbins say, that Elimelech was the son of Salmon, who married Rahab; and that Naomi was his niece. 

Naomi 

Mahlon 

It is imagined, and not without probability, that Mahlon and Chilion are the same with Joash and Saraph, mentioned in 1 Ch 4:22. 

Ephrathites 

Genesis 35:19; 1 Samuel 1:1; 17:21; Micah 5:2 

continued 

Heb. were.



Verse 3 
And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons. 

and she was 

2 Kings 4:1; Psalms 34:19; Hebrews 12:6,10,11


Verse 4 
And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years. 

they took 

The Targum says, "they transgressed the decree of the word of the Lord, and took to them strange women." 

wives 

Deuteronomy 7:3; 23:3; 1 Kings 11:1,2 

Ruth 

Matthew 1:5


Verse 5 
And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of her two sons and her husband. 

A. M. 2696. B.C. 1308. An. Ex. Is. 183. Mahlon 

Deuteronomy 32:39; Psalms 89:30-32; Jeremiah 2:19 

died 

The Targum adds, "And because they transgressed the decree of the word of the Lord, and joined affinity with strange people, therefore their days were cut off." 

and the woman 

Isaiah 49:21; Matthew 22:25-27; Luke 7:12


Verse 6 
Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in the country of Moab how that the LORD had visited his people in giving them bread. 

visited 

Genesis 21:1; 50:25; Exodus 3:16; 4:31; 1 Samuel 2:21; Luke 1:68; 19:44; 1 Peter 2:12 

in giving 

Genesis 28:20; 48:15; Exodus 16:4-6; Psalms 104:14,15; 111:5; 132:15; 145:15; Psalms 146:7; 147:14; Proverbs 30:8; Isaiah 55:10; Matthew 6:11; 1 Timothy 6:8


Verse 7 
Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, and her two daughters in law with her; and they went on the way to return unto the land of Judah. 

she went 

2 Kings 8:3 

they went 

10,14; Exodus 18:27


Verse 8 
And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother's house: the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 

Go 

Joshua 24:15-28; Luke 14:25-33 

the Lord 

Philippians 4:18,19; 2 Timothy 1:16-18 

the dead 

5; 2:20; Ephesians 5:22; 6:2,3; Colossians 3:18,24


Verse 9 
The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept. 

rest 

3:1 

she kissed 

Genesis 27:27; 29:11; 45:15; Acts 20:37


Verse 10 
And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee unto thy people. 

Surely 

Psalms 16:3; 119:63; Zechariah 8:23


Verse 11 
And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with me? are there yet any more sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands? 

are there 

This alludes to the custom that when a married brother died, without leaving posterity, his brother should take his widow; and the children of such marriages were accounted those of the deceased brother. This address of Naomi to her daughter-in-law is exceedingly tender, persuasive, and affecting. 

that they 

Genesis 38:11; Deuteronomy 25:5


Verse 12 
Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I am too old to have an husband. If I should say, I have hope, if I should have an husband also to night, and should also bear sons; 

too old 

Genesis 17:17; 1 Timothy 5:9 

I should have 

or, I were with.



Verse 13 
Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? would ye stay for them from having husbands? nay, my daughters; for it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the LORD is gone out against me. 

tarry 

Heb. hope. it grieveth me much. Heb. I have much bitterness. the hand. 

Deuteronomy 2:15; Judges 2:15; 1 Samuel 5:11; Job 19:21; Psalms 32:4; 38:2; 39:9,10


Verse 14 
And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her. 

Orpah 

Genesis 31:28,55; 1 Kings 19:20; Matthew 10:37; 19:22; Mark 10:21,22; 2 Timothy 4:10 

but Ruth 

The LXX. add, [kai epestrepsen eis ton laon autes] "and returned to her own people." The Vulgate, Syriac, and Arabic are to the same purpose. It seems a very natural addition, and agrees with the assertion in the next verse; and is accordingly adopted by Houbigant as a part of the text. 

Deuteronomy 4:4; 10:20; Proverbs 17:17; 18:24; Isaiah 14:1; Zechariah 8:23; Matthew 16:24; John 6:66-69; Acts 17:34; Hebrews 10:39


Verse 15 
And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law. 

gone back 

Psalms 36:3; 125:5; Zephaniah 1:6; Matthew 13:20,21; Hebrews 10:38; 1 John 2:19 

and unto 

They were probably both idolaters at this time. That they were proselytes is an unfounded conjecture; and the conversion of Ruth now only commenced. 

her gods 

Judges 11:24 

return 

Joshua 24:15,19; 2 Samuel 15:19,20; 2 Kings 2:2; Luke 14:26-33; 24:28


Verse 16 
And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: 

Ruth 

A more perfect surrender of friendly feelings to a friend was never made. This was a most extraordinary and disinterested attachment. 

Intreat me not 

or, Be not against me. to leave. 

2 Kings 2:2-6; Luke 24:28,29; Acts 21:13 

whither 

2 Samuel 15:21; Matthew 8:19; John 13:37; Revelation 14:4 

thy people 

2:11,12; Psalms 45:10; Isaiah 14:1 

thy God 

Joshua 24:18; Daniel 2:47; 3:29; 4:37; Hosea 13:4; 2 Corinthians 6:16-18; 1 Thessalonians 1:9


Verse 17 
Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me. 

the lord 

1 Samuel 3:17; 25:22; 2 Samuel 3:9,35; 19:13; 1 Kings 2:23; 19:2; 20:10; 2 Kings 6:31 

but death 

Acts 11:23; 20:24


Verse 18 
When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, then she left speaking unto her. 

When 

Acts 21:14 

was stedfastly minded 

Heb. strengthened herself. 

Acts 2:42; Ephesians 6:10


Verse 19 
So they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they were come to Bethlehem, that all the city was moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi? 

all the city 

From this it would appear that Naomi was not only well known, but also highly respected at Beth-lehem: a proof that Elimelech was of high consideration at that place. 

Matthew 21:10; Isaiah 23:7; Lamentations 2:15


Verse 20 
And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 

Naomi 

that is, Pleasant. Mara. that is, Bitter. the Almighty. 

Genesis 17:1; 43:14; Job 5:17; 11:7; Revelation 1:8; 21:22 

dealt 

Job 6:4; 19:6; Psalms 73:14; 88:15; Isaiah 38:13; Lamentations 3:1-20; Hebrews 12:11


Verse 21 
I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? 

and the 

1 Samuel 2:7,8; Job 1:21 

the Lord 

Job 10:17; 13:26; 16:8; Malachi 3:5


Verse 22 
So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which returned out of the country of Moab: and they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest. 

in the beginning 

At the beginning of Spring; for the barley harvest began immediately after the passover, and that festival was held on the 15th of Nisan, corresponding nearly with our March. 

2:23; Exodus 9:31,32; 2 Samuel 21:9
02 Chapter 2 
Introduction 

	1
	Ruth gleans in the field of Boaz. 

	4
	Boaz takes notice of her, 

	8
	and shews her great favour. 

	18
	That which she got, she carries to Naomi. 




Verse 1 
And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. 

kinsman 

3:2,12 

a mighty 

Deuteronomy 8:17,18; Job 1:3; 31:25 

Boaz 

Boaz, according the Targumist, was the same as Ibzan. 

4:21; Judges 12:8-10; 1 Chronicles 2:10-12; Matthew 1:5; Luke 3:32 

Booz


Verse 2 
And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after him in whose sight I shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my daughter. 

glean ears 

Leviticus 19:9,16; 23:22; Deuteronomy 24:19-21


Verse 3 
And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech. 

gleaned 

1 Thessalonians 4:11,12; 2 Thessalonians 3:12 

hap was 

Heb. hap happened. 

2 Kings 8:5; Esther 6:1,2; Matthew 10:29; Luke 10:31


Verse 4 
And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be with you. And they answered him, The LORD bless thee. 

The Lord 

Psalms 118:26; 129:7,8; Luke 1:28; 2 Thessalonians 3:16; 2 Timothy 4:22; 2 John 1:10,11 

And they 

4:11; Genesis 18:19; Joshua 24:15; Psalms 133:1-3; 1 Timothy 6:2


Verse 5 
Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose damsel is this? 

4:21; 1 Chronicles 2:11,12


Verse 6 
And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish damsel that came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab: 

the servant 

This seems to have been a kind of steward, who had the under- management of the estate. 

Genesis 15:2; 24:2; 39:4; Matthew 20:8; 24:45 

It is the 

1:16,19,22


Verse 7 
And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves: so she came, and hath continued even from the morning until now, that she tarried a little in the house. 

I pray 

Proverbs 15:33; 18:23; Matthew 5:3; Ephesians 5:21; 1 Peter 5:5,6 

continued 

Proverbs 13:4; 22:29; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Romans 12:11; Galatians 6:9 

in the house 

It seems that the reapers were now resting in a tent, erected for that purpose; and that Ruth had just gone in with them, to take her rest also.



Verse 8 
Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens: 

my daughter 

1 Samuel 3:6,16; 2 Kings 5:13; Matthew 9:2,22 

neither 

Song of Solomon 1:7,8 

abide 

Matthew 10:7-11; Philippians 4:8


Verse 9 
Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and go thou after them: have I not charged the young men that they shall not touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of that which the young men have drawn. 

touch thee 

Genesis 20:6; Job 19:21; Psalms 105:15; Proverbs 6:29; 1 Corinthians 7:1; 1 John 5:18 

go 

Genesis 24:18-20; Matthew 10:42; John 4:7-11


Verse 10 
Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger? 

fell 

Genesis 18:2; 1 Samuel 25:23 

Why have 

2,13; 2 Samuel 9:8; 19:28; Luke 1:43,48; Romans 12:10 

seeing 

Isaiah 56:3-8; Matthew 15:22-28; 25:35; Luke 7:6,7; 17:16-18


Verse 11 
And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thine husband: and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore. 

all that 

1:11,14-22; Psalms 37:5,6 

and how 

Psalms 45:10; Luke 5:11,23; 14:33; 18:29,30; Hebrews 11:8,9,24-26


Verse 12 
The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust. 

recompense 

1 Samuel 24:19; Psalms 19:11; 58:11; Proverbs 11:18; 23:18; *marg:; Matthew 5:12; 6:1; 10:41,42; Luke 6:35; 14:12-14; Colossians 2:18; 2 Timothy 1:18; 4:8; Hebrews 6:10; 11:6,26 

wings 

1:16; Psalms 17:8; 36:7; 57:1; 61:4; 63:7; 91:4; Matthew 23:37


Verse 13 
Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto one of thine handmaidens. 

Let me find 

or, I find favour. 

Genesis 33:8,10,15; 43:14; 1 Samuel 1:18; 2 Samuel 16:4 

friendly 

Heb. to the heart. 

Genesis 34:3; Judges 19:3 

not like 

1 Samuel 25:41; Proverbs 15:33; Philippians 2:3


Verse 14 
And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers: and he reached her parched corn, and she did eat, and was sufficed, and left. 

At meal-time 

Job 31:16-22; Proverbs 11:24,25; Isaiah 32:8; 58:7,10,11; Luke 14:12-14 

dip thy morsel 

Vinegar, robb of fruits, etc., are used for this purpose in the East to the present day; into which, says Dr. Shaw, they dip the bread and hand together. 

parched 

1 Samuel 17:17; 25:18; 2 Samuel 17:28 

she did 

Deuteronomy 8:10; 11:15; 2 Kings 4:43,44; Matthew 14:20 

was sufficed 

18; Psalms 23:5


Verse 15 
And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach her not: 

glean 

The word glean comes from the French glaner to gather ears or grains of corn. This was formerly a general custom in England and Ireland: the poor went into the fields, and collected the straggling ears of corn after the reapers; and it was long supposed that this was their right, and that the law recognized it; but although it has been an old custom, it is now settled by a solemn judgment of the Court of Common Pleas, that a right to glean in the harvest field cannot be claimed by any person at common law. Any person may permit or prevent it on his own grounds. By the Irish Acts, 25 Henry VIII. c. 1, and 28 Henry VIII. c. 24, gleaning and leasing are so restricted as to be in fact prohibited in that part of the United Kingdom. 

reproach 

Heb. shame. 

James 1:5


Verse 16 
And let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her not. 

Deuteronomy 24:19-21; Psalms 112:9; Proverbs 19:17; Matthew 25:40; Romans 12:13; 2 Corinthians 8:5-11; Philemon 1:7; Hebrews 6:10; 1 John 3:17,18


Verse 17 
So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she had gleaned: and it was about an ephah of barley. 

she gleaned 

Proverbs 31:27 

ephah 

Exodus 16:36; Ezekiel 45:11,12


Verse 18 
And she took it up, and went into the city: and her mother in law saw what she had gleaned: and she brought forth, and gave to her that she had reserved after she was sufficed. 

she had reserved 

14; John 6:12,13; 1 Timothy 5:4


Verse 19 
And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtest thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee. And she shewed her mother in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom I wrought to day is Boaz. 

blessed 

10; Psalms 41:1; 2 Corinthians 9:13-15 

Boaz 

1 Kings 7:21


Verse 20 
And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen. 

Blessed 

3:10; 2 Samuel 2:5; Job 29:12,13; 2 Timothy 1:16-18 

hath not 

2 Samuel 9:1; Proverbs 17:17; Philippians 4:10 

one of our 

or, one that hath right to redeem. 

3:9; 4:6; Leviticus 25:25; Deuteronomy 25:5-7; Job 19:25


Verse 21 
And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me also, Thou shalt keep fast by my young men, until they have ended all my harvest. 

Thou shalt 

7,8,22; Song of Solomon 1:7,8 

young men 

The word hannëârim should be translated the servants; both male and female being included in it, the latter especially: see ver. 8, 22, 23.



Verse 22 
And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law, It is good, my daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, that they meet thee not in any other field. 

Ruth 

Ruth is said, by the Targumist, to have been the daughter of Eglon, king of Moab. 

It is good 

Proverbs 27:10; Song of Solomon 1:8 

meet 

or, fall not upon thee.



Verse 23 
So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law. 

Proverbs 6:6-8; 13:1,20; 1 Corinthians 15:33; Ephesians 6:1-3
03 Chapter 3 
Introduction 

	1
	By Naomi's instruction. 

	5
	Ruth lies at Boaz's feet. 

	8
	Boaz acknowledges the right of a kinsman. 

	14
	He sends her away with six measures of barley. 




Verse 1 
Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee? 

shall I not 

1:9; 1 Corinthians 7:36; 1 Timothy 5:8,14 

may be 

Genesis 40:14; Deuteronomy 4:40; Psalms 128:2; Jeremiah 22:15,16


Verse 2 
And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley to night in the threshingfloor. 

is not Boaz 

2:20-23; Deuteronomy 25:5,6; Hebrews 2:11-14 

with whose 

2:8,23 

he winnoweth 

It is probable that the winnowing of grain was effected by taking up a portion of the corn in a sieve, and letting it down slowly in the wind; thus the grain would, by its own weight, fall in one place, while the chaff, etc., would be carried a distance by the wind. It is said here that this was done at night; probably what was threshed out in the day was winnowed in the evening, when the sea breeze set in, which was common in Palestine.



Verse 3 
Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the floor: but make not thyself known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking. 

anoint thee 

2 Samuel 14:2; Psalms 104:15; Ecclesiastes 9:8; Matthew 6:17 

put thy 

Esther 5:1; 1 Timothy 2:9,10


Verse 4 
And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do. 

uncover his feet 

or, lift up the clothes that are on his feet. 

1 Thessalonians 5:22


Verse 6 
And she went down unto the floor, and did according to all that her mother in law bade her. 

and did 

Exodus 20:12; Proverbs 1:8; John 2:5; 15:14


Verse 7 
And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down. 

his heart 

Genesis 43:34; Judges 16:25; 19:6,9,22; 2 Samuel 13:28; Esther 1:10; Psalms 104:15; Ecclesiastes 2:24; 3:12,13; 8:15; 9:7; 10:19; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Ephesians 5:18 

went to lie 

Such was the simplicity of those early times, that the most wealthy persons looked after their own affairs, both at home and in the field. These threshing-floors were covered at top to keep off the rain, but lay open on all sides, that the wind might come in freely, for winnowing the corn; which being done, it is probable they were shut up at night, with doors fitted to them, that if any one lay there he might be kept warm, and the corn be secured from robbers.



Verse 9 
And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman. 

Ruth 

2:10-13; 1 Samuel 25:41; Luke 14:11 

spread therefore 

Hebrew "spread thy wing;" the emblem of protection; and a metaphor taken from the young of fowls, which run under the wings of their mother from birds of prey. Even to the present day, when a Jew marries a woman, he throws the skirts of his talith over her, to signify that he has taken her under his protection. 

Ezekiel 16:8 

a near kinsman 

or, one that has right to redeem. 

12; 2:20


Verse 10 
And he said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for thou hast shewed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, whether poor or rich. 

Blessed 

2:4,20; 1 Corinthians 13:4,5 

at the beginning 

1:8


Verse 11 
And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman. 

city 

Heb. gate. 

Proverbs 12:4; 31:10,29-31


Verse 12 
And now it is true that I am thy near kinsman: howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I. 

there is 

4:1; Matthew 7:12; 1 Thessalonians 4:6


Verse 13 
Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will perform unto thee the part of a kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman's part: but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the LORD liveth: lie down until the morning. 

if he will 

2:20; 4:5; Deuteronomy 25:5-9; Matthew 22:24-27 

the Lord liveth 

Judges 8:19; Jeremiah 4:2; 2 Corinthians 1:23; Hebrews 6:16


Verse 14 
And she lay at his feet until the morning: and she rose up before one could know another. And he said, Let it not be known that a woman came into the floor. 

Let it not 

Ecclesiastes 7:1; Romans 12:17; 14:16; 1 Corinthians 10:32; 2 Corinthians 8:21; 1 Thessalonians 5:22; 1 Peter 2:12


Verse 15 
Also he said, Bring the vail that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. And when she held it, he measured six measures of barley, and laid it on her: and she went into the city. 

vail 

or sheet, or apron. The word mitpachath has been variously rendered. The LXX. translate it [ ] an apron, and Vulgate, pallium, a cloak. By the circumstances of the story, it must have been of a considerable size; and accordingly Dr. Shaw thinks it was no other than the hyke, the finer sort of which, such as are still worn by ladies and persons of distinction among the Arabs, he takes to answer to the [ ] or robe, of the ancient Greeks. 

he measured 

Isaiah 32:8; Galatians 6:10 

six measures 

The quantity of this barley is uncertain. The Targum renders it, shith sein, "six seahs." A seah contained about two gallons and a half, six of which must have been a very heavy load for a woman, and so the Targumist thought, for he adds, "And she received strength from the Lord to carry it."



Verse 16 
And when she came to her mother in law, she said, Who art thou, my daughter? And she told her all that the man had done to her. 

Who art thou 

Or, as the Vulgate renders, Quid egisti filia? "What hast thou done, my daughter?"



Verse 18 
Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest, until he have finished the thing this day. 

Sit still 

Psalms 37:3-5; Isaiah 28:16; 30:7
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Verse 1 
Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat down. 

to the gate 

Deuteronomy 16:18; 17:5; 21:19; 25:7; Job 29:7; 31:21; Amos 5:10-12,15 

the kinsman 

3:12 

Ho, such 

Isaiah 55:1; Zechariah 2:6


Verse 2 
And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat down. 

the elders 

Exodus 18:21,22; 21:8; Deuteronomy 29:10; 31:28; 1 Kings 21:8; Proverbs 31:23; Lamentations 5:14; Acts 6:12


Verse 3 
And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our brother Elimelech's: 

he said 

Psalms 112:5; Proverbs 13:10


Verse 4 
And I thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it. 

I thought 

Heb. I said I will reveal in thine ear. Buy it. 

Jeremiah 32:7-9,25; Romans 12:17; 2 Corinthians 8:21; Philippians 4:8 

before the inhabitants 

Genesis 23:18; Jeremiah 32:10-12 

for there is none 

Leviticus 25:25-29


Verse 5 
Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance. 

What day 

Or rather, according to the emendations proposed by Houbigant and Dr. Kennicott, and which have been confirmed by a great many MSS. since collated, and agreeably to the ancient versions, "In the day thou purchasest the land from the hand of Naomi, thou wilt also acquire Ruth, the Moabitess, the wife of the dead," etc. This is Boaz's statement of the case to his kinsman, before the people and elders. 

to raise up 

3:12,13; Genesis 38:8; Deuteronomy 25:5,6; Matthew 22:24; Luke 20:28


Verse 6 
And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem it. 

I cannot 

The Targum seems to give the proper sense of this passage: "I cannot redeem it, because I have a wife already; and it is not fit for me to bring another into my house, lest brawling and contention arise in it; and lest I hurt my own inheritance. Do thou redeem it, for thou has no wife; which hinders me from redeeming it."



Verse 7 
Now this was the manner in former time in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour: and this was a testimony in Israel. 

a man plucked off 

This custom does not refer to the law about refusing to marry a brother's widow, but was usual in the transfer of inheritances: for this relative was not a brother, but simply a kinsman; and the shoe was not pulled off by Ruth, but by the kinsman himself. The Targumist, instead of his shoe, renders "his right hand glove," it probably being the custom, in his time, to give that instead of a shoe. Jarchi says, "When we purchase any thing new, it is customary to give, instead of a shoe, a handkerchief or veil." 

Deuteronomy 25:7-10


Verse 9 
And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi. 

Ye are witnesses 

Genesis 23:16-18; Jeremiah 32:10-12


Verse 10 
Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day. 

have I 

Genesis 29:18,19,27; Proverbs 18:22; 19:14; 31:10,11; Hosea 3:2; 12:12; Ephesians 5:25 

the name 

Deuteronomy 25:6; Joshua 7:9; Psalms 34:16; 109:15; Isaiah 48:19; Zechariah 13:2 

ye are witnesses 

Isaiah 8:2,3; Malachi 2:14; Hebrews 13:4


Verse 11 
And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem: 

the Lord 

Genesis 24:60; Psalms 127:3-5; 128:3-6 

Rachel 

Genesis 29:32-35; 30:1-24; 35:16-20; 46:8-27; Numbers 26:1-65 

build 

Deuteronomy 25:9; Proverbs 14:1 

do thou worthily 

or, get thee riches, or power. Ephratah. 

1:2; Genesis 35:16,19; Psalms 132:6; Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:6 

be famous 

Heb. proclaim thy name.



Verse 12 
And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman. 

the house 

Genesis 46:12; Numbers 26:20-22 

whom 

Genesis 38:29; 1 Chronicles 2:4; Matthew 1:3 

of the seed 

1 Samuel 2:20


Verse 13 
So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son. 

A. M. 2697. B.C. 1307. An. Ex. Is. 184. Boaz 

3:11 

the Lord 

12; Genesis 20:17,18; 21:1-3; 25:21; 29:31; 30:2,22,23; 33:5; 1 Samuel 1:27; 2:5; Psalms 113:9; 127:3


Verse 14 
And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. 

the women 

Luke 1:58; Romans 12:15; 1 Corinthians 12:26 

Blessed 

Genesis 29:35; Psalms 34:1-3; 103:1,2; 1 Thessalonians 5:18; 2 Thessalonians 1:3 

which hath 

Genesis 24:27 

left thee 

Heb. caused to cease unto thee. kinsman, or, redeemer. that his. 

21,22; Genesis 12:2; Isaiah 11:1-4; Matthew 1:5-20


Verse 15 
And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him. 

a nourisher, etc 

Heb. to nourish thy grey hairs. 

Genesis 45:11; 47:12; Psalms 55:22; Isaiah 46:4 

for thy 

1:16-18 

better 

1 Samuel 1:8; Proverbs 18:24


Verse 17 
And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

the women 

Luke 1:58-63 

Obed 

That is, [douleuon] serving, or a servant, as Josephus interprets it. 



Verse 18 
Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron, 

Pharez 

1 Chronicles 2:4-8; 4:1; Matthew 1:3; Luke 3:33 

Phares, Esrom


Verse 19 
And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab, 

begat Ram 

1 Chronicles 2:9,10; Matthew 1:4; Luke 3:33 

Aram, Aminadab


Verse 20 
And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon, 

Nahshon 

Numbers 1:7; Matthew 1:4; Luke 3:32 

Naasson 

Salmon. or, Samlah.



Verse 21 
And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, 

Salmon 

1 Chronicles 2:11 

Salma 

Matthew 1:5; Luke 3:32 

and Boaz 

1 Chronicles 2:12; Matthew 1:5; Luke 3:32 

Booz


Verse 22 
And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David. 

Jesse 

1 Samuel 16:1; Isaiah 11:1 

David 

1 Chronicles 2:15; Matthew 1:6; Luke 3:31
